CONQUEST  OF  LONDON   STAGE

Frohman and Edwardes were the joint producers of
"A Night Out," and it brought to Charles his first
taste of London success. This was the only play in Lon-
don in which he ever sold his interest. Out of this sale
grew a curious example of Frohman's disregard of money.
For his share he received a check of four figures. He
carried it around in his pocket for weeks. After it had
become all crumpled up, Lestocq persuaded him to de-
posit it in the bank. Only when the check was almost
reduced to shreds did he consent to open an account
with it.

It remained for an American play, presenting an Amer-
ican star, to give Charles his first real triumph in Lon-
don. With the production of "Secret Service/* in 1897,
at the Adelphi Theater, he became the real envoy from
the New World of plays to the Old. It was an am-
bassadorship that gave him an infinite pride, for it
brought fame and fortune to the American playwright
and the American actor abroad. Frohman's envoy-
ship was as advantageous to England as it was to the
United States, because he was the instrument through
which the best of the modern English plays and the
most brilliant of the modern English actors found their
hearing on this side of the water.

Frohman was immensely interested in the English
production of "Secret Service." Gillette himself headed
the company. Both he and Frohman were in a great
state of expectancy. The play hung fire until the third
act. When the big scene came British reserve melted
and there was a great ovation. It was an immediate
success and had a long run.

One feature of the play that amused the critics and
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